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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE ANTI-CORRUPTION COMMISSION 
Statement by Member for Perth 

MR HYDE (Perth) [3.43 pm]:  As deputy chairman of the Joint Standing Committee on the Anti-Corruption 
Commission I inform the House of a conference to be attended by committee members.  The following 
resolution was agreed by the joint standing committee at its meeting on 8 August 2001: 

Resolved:  that the Chairman write to the Speaker requesting funds be made available for members of 
the Joint Standing Committee to attend the 10th International Anti-Corruption Conference in Prague, 
Czech Republic from 7 October to 11 October 2001, and to meet with appropriate Anti-Corruption 
agencies in Singapore and London en-route to Prague. 

The meetings and conference will provide vital background to the members of the newly appointed Joint 
Standing Committee on the Anti-Corruption Commission.  The joint committee consists of eight members, four 
from each House of the Parliament.  The Legislative Assembly is responsible for the financial arrangements of 
the committee.  As we are all aware, this year saw the Parliament’s biggest turnover of members.  The 
committee has retained only two of its previous members.  It has six new members. 

Since 1983, the biennial International Anti-Corruption Conference has brought together anti-corruption 
professionals to exchange information and ideas about the fight against corruption, assess existing strategies and 
develop new approaches.  The IACC is now the premier global forum for the networking and cross-fertilisation 
that is indispensable to effective global and national advocacy and action.  The last IACC was held in Durban, 
South Africa in 1999.  More than 1 600 delegates from 135 countries attended.  The previous Joint Standing 
Committee on the Anti-Corruption Commission attended the last IACC and the meeting was of immense value 
to members.  The committee has not travelled in toto since then.  The committee developed recommendations for 
this Parliament as a result of studying world’s best practice at the IACC.  The theme of the tenth IACC to be held 
in Prague is “Together Against Corruption: Designing Strategies, Assessing Impact, Reforming Corrupt 
Institutions”.  The conference will be practical and action-oriented and will focus on concrete strategies and 
impact assessment and will examine a range of concrete case studies.  The IACC has a rich tradition of bringing 
together world leaders and other forerunners in the fight against corruption to address its plenary sessions.  The 
tenth IACC will be no different.  IACC organisers have invited heads of government and leaders of world 
development institutions as well as representatives from the business and non-government organisation sectors.  
The organisers have invited many prominent speakers including Vaclav Havel, President of the Czech Republic, 
Vincente Fox Quesada, President of Mexico, Frene Ginwala, Speaker of the National Assembly of South Africa, 
General Colin Powell, Secretary of State of the United States, Ronald Noble, Secretary-General of Interpol, 
Donald Johnston, Secretary General of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, and Jean 
Lemierre, President of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 

The plenary speakers at the conference are certain to challenge and inspire.  The plenary speakers will cover 
topics including the accountability of political leaders, creating a competitive private sector, strengthening 
institutional restraints, strengthening civil society and the role of the media.  The papers to be presented in the 
main body of the conference fall under the themes of “Building Public Sector Ethics”, which covers all sectors of 
government; “Integrity Testing”, which covers law enforcement and public sector agencies; and “Transparency 
of Budget Processes”, which covers government. 

Of particular interest will be papers to be presented on whistleblowing as a practical tool in combating 
corruption.  Papers dealing with this include presentations on the health industry and sport.  Other sections of the 
conference will cover issues of corporate governance, private sector ethics and countering corruption in the 
private sector.  The travel route to Prague includes Singapore and London.  The Joint Standing Committee on the 
Anti-Corruption Commission has resolved to meet with relevant agencies in Singapore and London and discuss 
anti-corruption and crime prevention measures taken in those regions.  In Singapore, the committee will meet the 
National Crime Prevention Council and the Corrupt Practices Investigation Bureau.  The National Crime 
Prevention Council is a non-profit-making organisation instituted by the Ministry of Home Affairs in 1981 to 
enhance the level of crime prevention awareness and practice, and thereby improve the security of the 
community.   

It sees itself as a catalyst, and partner, to mobilise the support of groups and individuals from various sectors of 
the community to work closely with the police to prevent crime.  Members of the NCPC are business and social 
leaders who represent a wide cross-section of leading private and public organisations.  The Corrupt Practices 
Investigation Bureau is an independent body which investigates and aims to prevent corruption in the private 
sector in Singapore.  Established in 1952, it derives its powers of investigation from chapter 241 of the 
Prevention of Corruption Act.  The bureau is headed by a director who is directly responsible to the Prime 
Minister.  The bureau is responsible for safeguarding the integrity of the public service, and encouraging 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 9 August 2001] 

 p2350b-2352a 
Mr John Hyde 

 [2] 

corruption-free transactions in the private sector.  It is also charged with the responsibility of checking on 
malpractices by public officers and reporting such cases to the appropriate government departments and public 
bodies for disciplinary action.  Although the primary function of the bureau is to investigate corruption under the 
Prevention of Corruption Act, it is empowered to investigate any other sizeable offence under any written law, 
which is disclosed in the course of a corruption investigation.  

In London, the Joint Standing Committee on the Anti-Corruption Commission, whose members include the 
members for Kingsley, Churchlands and Swan Hills, and me; and in the upper House, Hon Derrick Tomlinson, 
who is the chairman, Hon Graham Giffard, Hon Barbara Scott and Hon Sue Ellery, will meet with the London 
Metropolitan Police Service and the Police Complaints Authority.  The London Metropolitan Police Service is 
possibly the most respected police service in the world.  It is by far the largest police service in the United 
Kingdom.  The London Met, as it is known, employs 25 550 officers, 10 800 civil staff, and 844 traffic wardens 
and, since the realignment of police boundaries in April 2000, has covered an area of 1600 square kilometres 
with a population of 7.2 million.  The Police Complaints Authority is the independent body overseeing 
complaints against serving police officers in England and Wales.  Detective Inspector Michael Outram of the 
London Met had been working with the Police Complaints Authority to lead the process of strengthening the 
integrity of the service.  The JSCACC will meet with Detective Inspector Outram and should gain valuable 
insights into the methods of integrity testing adopted by the London Met.  

Clearly, these presentations are of direct relevance to the terms of reference of the JSCACC, as set out under the 
standing orders of the Assembly.  This experience will be of great value to all members of the committee over 
the next four years of its work.  The meetings will undoubtedly be extremely informative, and provide insights 
into the development of the variety of ways used to assess and combat corruption across all sections of 
government from a state to an international level.  It will be of great benefit to the committee’s many ongoing 
inquiries and to the ultimate benefit of this Parliament for the committee to have the opportunity to meet en route 
with agencies with a strong reputation for dealing with corruption, and then to listen to the delivery of 
conference papers and participate in workshops that address many of the fundamental problems confronting both 
anti-corruption organisations and their respective oversight bodies from so many varying perspectives.   

The cost of the travel, between 1 October and 13 October 2001, is estimated at up to $132 715.  This amount 
includes business-class air fares, daily expense allowances, IACC conference registration fees and other sundry 
expenses.  It is possible that less than this amount will be spent.  The committee will travel between 1 October 
and 13 October, and include meetings with relevant agencies in Singapore and London en route to the IACC in 
Prague.  I thank the Acting Speaker for allowing me to present this report, and I commend the Speaker for 
instituting this new requirement that committees announce, report and justify these important conferences.  
 


